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TRI-STATE CONFERENCE 
IDEAS EXCHANGED 


A full program combining information, 


entertainment, and the stimulation of 


“swapping ideas” with friends from 


Kentucky and Ohio was the privilege of 
every ILA member who attended the Tri- 
Cincinnati on 


State Conference at 


November 3, +, and 5. The total regis- 
1200 


and trustees from the three states, and 


tration was more than librarians 
Hoosiers made up their full share. (Exact 
figures will be available later.) 

Program meetings for the many special- 
interest groups in the three Associations 
provided an excellent range and almost 
stimulating 


overwhelming quantity of 


ideas. “Wo outstanding leaders in the 
library field, Mrs. Grace Stevenson, Asso- 
ciate Executive Secretary, A.L.A., and 
Mr. Emerson Greenaway, Director, Free 
Library of Philadelphia, were invited to 
attend the conference as Guest Consult- 
ants, to be available for discussion of 
individual library problems at the request 
of individual members of the Associations. 

The first general session opened with 
a humorous and thought-provoking talk 
by Mrs. Lura G. Currier, State Library 
Commission, Jackson, Mississippi, on the 
value or waste of time in attending a 
library conference. Her witty character 
sketches of the persons who are bored by 
meetings provoked appreciative laughter, 
and her infectious enthusiasm set us all 
on the road to ‘‘make the most of a state 
conference.” 

A member of a profession also con- 
cerned with the distribution of knowledge, 
Mr. Philip Adams, Director, Cincinnati 
Art Museum, was the principal speaker 
at this first session. He cited examples 
of the modern emphasis on reaching large 


numbers of people and regretted that 
there are very few who are concerned 
over quality. In quantity, we have taught 


most of our generation to read; he be- 


lieves the obligation of the library is what 
they shall read. The library and museum 
cannot hope to compete as entertainment 
with mass media. The important thing 


is the growth in mind and spirit as the 
result of our work with people. Or as 
the conference, 
“Don’t count noses, count inches.” 

The members of the 
present at the conference were privileged 
Mr. L. Quincey 
Mumford, Librarian of Congress, at the 


summarized later in 


Associations 


to hear an address by 
second general session, and to meet him 
at the reception which followed. Remi- 
niscing about his first year in his new job 
as eleventh Librarian of Congress, Mr. 
Mumford reviewed for us the many as- 
pects of that library’s work with which 
he has to acquaint himself in assuming 
the duties of his office. Among these are 
the problems of setting the scope of the 
collection and organizing it for use, an 
infinitely greater task than when the first 
Librarian of Congress received ‘Thomas 
Jetterson’s books. Indiana librarians will 
be interested in some of the little-known 
special services of this vast national 
library which are available to local areas. 
For example, the Indiana State Library 
is one of the distributing agencies for the 
Library of Congress collection of Braille 
and talking books for the blind. Economic 
and other studies of community areas 
may sometimes be obtained from the re- 
ports on proposed legislation which the 
Legislative Reference Service prepares for 
members of Congress. 

Appropriate quotation and sage reflec- 
tion characterized John Mason Brown’s 
discussion of literature and the basic prob- 


lems of our civilization in his address at 








the banquet session. Throughout the 
world of recorded literature, he said, 
there are four uniting themes: can we 


live with ourselves, man has to live with 
his neighbor, man lives with the world 
beyond his neighbor, and man finds some 
way of living with his God. He quoted 
Gilbert Highet’s comment, in Zan’s Un- 
conquerable Mind, that the greatest con- 
tribution of the Greeks to civilization is 
philosophy, architecture, or tragic 
but two short words meaning 


the one the other.” 


not 
drama, 
“on hand on 
Between these two lies the whole plane 
of reason, the civilized mind. Mr. Brown 
feels that we should be disturbed by the 
current passion for mediocrity, the fact 
that people seem afraid to betray the fact 


But, 


he said, the most you can do with an 


that they have had an education. 


individual is to create the desire to read 
a book. He himself must read it and thus 
make it become an inner adventure. 

adult educa- 
tion had several opportunities to exchange 


Mrs. Grace Stevenson spoke at a 


Librarians interested in 
ideas. 


luncheon meeting on November 3, on 
“Adult Education in Small 
outlining of the 


simple and practical services to adults 


Libraries,” 


some important but 
which any library can offer. On Friday 
morning an audio-visual program was 
demonstrated by audience part.cipation at 
a very informal and profitable meeting 
conducted by Mrs. Florence Craig, Cuy- 
ahoga County Public Library, and Miss 
Karline Brown, Head, Films and Record- 
ings Center, Cincinnati Public Library. 
Under Mrs. Craig’s direction those who 
attended actually prepared a film dis- 
cussion program for a club and wished it 
were possible to have more of these clinic 
sessions under the guidance of experts. 
At the regular program meeting of 
OLA’s Adult Education Section on Fri- 


day afternoon, Dr. Edgar Dale, Ohio 


(Continued on page 6). 


Do 


TRUSTEE CITATION 
Mr. C. C. Henderson, president of the 
Ohio Library Trustees Association pre- 
sided at the Trustees Luncheon on Fri- 
day, November +. The speaker was Mr. 
Eugene Pulliam, publisher of the /ndian- 
apolis Star and News, on the important 
Velma 
ILA 


presented 


topic, ‘Freedom is Our Business.” 
Akron, of 
Citation Committee, 
the award this to Mrs. 
Clifford, member of the Board of Trus- 
tces of the Public Library of Evansville 
and Vanderburgh County. Mrs. Clifford 


is a former librarian and has served as a 


Bright, chairman the 
‘Trustee 


year Samuel 


trustee since 1940. She has been a mem- 
ber of the ILTA Executive Board since 
1951, and was one of the authors of the 
Trustees Manual published by the Public 


Libraries Division of A.L.A. 
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BUSINESS CONDUCTED 


‘Che annual business meeting of the 
Indiana Library Association was held on 
November 3, with the president, Esther 
Thornton, presiding. Reports from Com- 
mittees were accepted as printed (see 
later pages in this issue of FOCUS). 

Mrs. Harriet Bard, Federal Relations 
Coordinator, presented a supplement to 
her printed report, including up-to-date 
information on bills of interest to librar- 
The of the 
adopted a resolution favoring passage of 
the new Postal Classification Bill, which 


ians. members Association 


will permit mailing bound periodicals, 
bound typewritten theses, clippings, and 
similar materials on interlibrary loan, at 
the library book rate. She also reported 
on the statuts of H.R. 2840, the Library 
Services Bill, which was reported favor- 
ably by the House Education and Labor 
Committee in the spring session, and will 
Rules Committee 
which sets date and time for debate. To 
help direct her efforts, Julia Bennett of 


the A.L.A. 


be glad to know how each Congressman 


now be sent to the 


office in Washington would 
stands on this matter. She also suggests 


that librarians inform leaders of clubs, 
unions and other groups to secure thei 
active support. Mrs. Bard read two reso- 


ILA 


Board at their session Thursday morning. 


lutions adopted by the Executive 


First, the ILA Board goes on record as 
being in favor of spreading information 
about the Library Services Bill. Second 
the ILA Board favors the national policy 
as expressed in the Library Services Bill 
but it believes that Indiana should develop 
a state-supported program which would 
achieve comparable results. 


Esther Schlundt, chairman of the 
Scholarship and Loan Fund Committee, 
announced that an Ernest Marshall 


Modern Binding Corporation Scholarship 


had been awarded by the ILA Committee 
to Ellen Palmer, a graduate of Goshen 
College, now a student at I.U. Division 
of Library Science. Amanda Browning, 
Indiana State Teachers College at Terre 
Haute, succeed Miss 


was elected to 


Schulndt on this committee. 

As a result of the favorable evaluation 
of the three-year experiment in District 
Meeting organization and program, the 
Constitution Revision Committee, Caro- 
line Dunn, chairman, presented a_pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution. 
This amendment received an affirmative 
vote from more than two-thirds of the 
ILA members present at the annual busi- 
ness meeting. “The Committee also recom- 
mended that the Bylaws be amended in 
accordance w:th the recommenda*‘‘on of 
the Executive Board that 75 cents from 
each annual dues payment be given to the 
Scholarship and Loan Fund. This change 
favorable vote. It was 


also received a 


announced that the Constitution will be 





EsrHER THORNTON 
President, ILA 








printed in a coming issue of FOCUS, 
with space for the addition of amendments 
as they are made so that all members may 
keep an up-to-date version. 

The president urged members to read 
the printed report from Margaret Rufs- 
vold, ILA 


1954 to August, 
nounced that the A.L.A. Committee on 


September, 
She 


president from 
1955. also an- 
Constitution and Bylaws has approved 
our ILA Constitution and that we are 
assured that ILA will be voted the In- 
diana chapter at the A.L.A. 
meeting in January 1956, 


midwinter 


The annual joint business meeting of 
ILA and ILTA was held on November 
4, 1955, with Mrs. Robert Bertsch, presi- 
dent of ILTA, presiding. 

It was reported that Indiana libraries 
will be represented at the White House 
Conference on Education. he president 
of ILA, Margaret Rufsvold, was a mem- 
ber of the original Steering Committee 
for the Indiana conference, a group repre- 


senting 25 organizations. Her successor, 
Esther Thornton, has been appointed by 
the Governor as one of 33 official dele- 
gates from Indiana to the National White 
House Conference. 

The emphasis of the conference is on 
elementary and secondary schools, and our 
representatives have urged the importance 
of the library both in and out of school. 
Our Joint Action Committee prepared 
statements on this for the Indiana Steer- 
ing Committee last 
following the 


summer. In_ the 
months conference, our 
Associations will have an opportunity to 
see that library needs are recognized. 
There will probably be local conferences 
and regional meetings, promoting citizen 
interest in problems of education. 

Dates for the 1956 annual conference 
of ILA and IL'TA, to be held at French 
Lick: October 29, 30 and 31. 

It was that the 
Boards should plan to hold the 1957 an- 


nual conference at the Lincoln Hotel in 


agreed Executive 


Indianapolis. 





NEW OFFICERS, ILA 





Mrs. DorotHy JONES 


Treasurer s 


EstTHER SCHLUNDT 


Director-at-Large 





FROM DISTANT LANDS 


Dear members of ILA: 

My journey to the other side of the 
world has been extremely interesting and 
pleasant. Our two weeks in Britain were 
delightful, including the days of the 
Edinburgh Festival. We had no rain the 
entire time and it was almost as hot as 
Indiana Paris, Rome 
Naples were all delightful, and the time 
passed much too quickly as it always does 


weather. and 


when you are enjoying yourself. 
Beirut, 
beautiful, spread out along the Mediter- 


Lebanon, was peaceful and 
ranean with the mountains rising sharply 
in the background. In Beirut I was the 
guest of Mr. Fawzi Abu-Haider, Refer- 
ence Librarian of the American Univers- 
ity, who had been a student at I.U. in the 
Division of Library Science in 1952. He 


took me all over Lebanon and also to 
Damascus, Syria, to an_ International 
Fair. 


I reached Bangkok exactly on schedule, 
September 15, and have been here almost 
six weeks now, so I’m feeling quite at 


home. The Thai people are very friendly 
and happy and the city is a fascinating 
study in contrasts. We have just com- 
pleted plans for three new buildings on 
the campus, one of which will be the air- 
conditioned library and audio-visual cen- 
ter. Until this new building is completed 
about a year from now, the library is 


being housed in the Administration 
Building. 


Needless to say, I have found plenty 
to keep me busy but have enjoyed every 
minute of it. I also like my living ar- 
rangements here at the American Club. 
Most of the people at the Embassy who 
do not have families live here so the con- 
In spite of 


tacts are interesting. 


the intense heat, humidity and tropical 


very 


diseases, | have managed to keep well and 


have had some fascinating, sightseeing 
trips. 

I hope you have a wonderful confer- 
ence, with no hitches. I miss you all very 
much. 


Best wishes. Margaret Rufsvold. 





NEW OFFICERS, ILA 





STILLMAN TAYLOR 
Vice-President and President-elect 





LELLA KELLY 
Secretary 








(Continued from page 2) 


State University, spoke on the _ topic, 
“What Standards in Selection.” 


opinion the function of the library is to 


In his 


help citizens illuminate important choices 
in life. “hus, the library can improve the 
quality of thinking in a community by 
improving the standards of its collection. 
However, there is no neat package form- 
ula applicable to every situation. Our 
basic standard is freedom with responsi- 
bility, and our task is to teach how to 
think. A lively, growing society is one 
where conflicts exist, of course, but they 
are manageable. Since it is almost impos- 
sible to be completely objective, for safe- 
guard we must have on our selecting 
boards informed persons representing all 
points of view. 

He warned that we are likely to be 
confused by The first is 
“Ideas are not as powerful or dangerous 
as claimed.” He reminded us that all 


two opinions. 
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ideas are dangerous if they have power. 
On the other hand, he said it is possible 
to give unnecessary credit to the influence 
of propaganda. The fundamental ques- 
this material aid in 
particular problem? 


tions are: Does 
thinking about a 
Does it help probe into the antecedents 
in considering the matter? 

Dr. Dale emphasized the need for well- 
written material at the ninth-grade level 
to meet the reading needs of half of the 
that 
librarians like teachers need to distinguish 
between entertainment and 
The entertainer has no 
other than present enjoyment. The edu- 


adult population. He commented 
education. 
responsibility 


cator is concerned with the long-term 
result. 


Tours of local libraries are always a 
pleasant feature of library conferences, 
but it isn’t every year that we have an 
opportunity to visit a brand-new building, 
incorporating the library architecture and 
planning of a decade hence. Those attend- 
ing the Tri-State Conference took ad- 
vantage of an invitation to guided tours 
of the new main library building of the 
Cincinnati Public From the 
glass walls at the sidewalk level first floor 
to the sunny Children’s Room and Ter- 
race on the third floor, the cork-tile floor, 
the modern functional book 
conveyor and stack system, we all wished 


Library. 


furniture, 


for more time to study the planning, 
arrangement and displays. The new build- 
ing is one of the first large libraries to be 
designed without a central light court. 
Elevators, and utilities are en- 
closed in a central core which runs from 


stairs, 


basement to roof and leaves practically all 
of the remaining floor space free. A major 
factor in the adaptability of the building 
is this almost complete absence of interior 
walls which permits spacious, convenient 
arrangement of materials on the same 
principle as a department store, for a 
large public library is essentially a de- 


partment store of knowledge. 





CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S LIBRARIANS 


Joining forces at a combined confer- 
ence such as the Tri-State meeting gives 
special interest groups an unusual oppor- 
tunity to meet leaders in their field. The 
Children’s and Young People’s Librarians 
were fortunate in having Mrs. Margaret 
Alexander Edwards, Coordinator of Work 
with Young People, Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, as speaker at their meeting on 
Saturday, November 5. Her topic was 
“What Makes the Teen-ager Read?” 
She began by reminding us that the pub- 
lic is always willing to pay for service to 
children and youth but too often they 
have a picture of the library giving the 
“true and beautiful” to young people, 
standing between them and the hard facts 
of life. 


principles of selecting books for young 


After mentioning some of the 


people’s collections, she commented on the 
location of this collection, comparing it 
with department store policy of a sep- 
arate young people’s section as far from 
the children’s as it is near to the adult 
sales area. However, this room or alcove 
should not be a restriction; the young 
people may select books from adult de- 
partments if they wish and gradually 
make the transition to the large adult 
collection. She emphasied that the main 
question should be: Is this place set up 
for the convenience of the librarian or 
the benefit of the young people? Most 
important, she said, is the librarian. He is 
mature, does not try to be collegiate but 
flatters the young person by receiving 
him on an adult level. He accepts friend- 
ly, frank criticism, listens and learns what 
young people think instead of pronouncing 
what he thinks or what they ought to 
think. Because he is honest, and never 
recommends a dull book as interesting, 
young people accept his judgment. In 
conclusion, she quoted Helen Haines’ ad- 


vice: ‘the librarian should stand before 
those he advises as a living, breathing ex- 
ample of what reading books does to 
people.” 

The report on Public Library—School 
Library relationships, prepared by a sub- 
committee appointed by the Library Ac- 
tion Committee with the cooperation of 
the Indiana School Librarians’ Associa- 
tion, has been published this fall. 

The report is entitled “Joining Forces 
for Library Services to Youth.’’ Each 
school and public library in Indiana has 
received one copy. Additional copies may 
be ordered for 50 cents each from the 
Indiana State Library, 140 North Sen- 
ate Avenue, Indianapolis +, Indiana. 
Make checks payable to the Indiana Li- 
(Outside Indiana the 


cost is $1.00 per copy.) 


brary Association. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 


November 3, 1955 


ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 
this year 
corespondence 


The 
again 
and records from past presidents, and the 
permanent file at the State Library is now 


Committee 
filed 


Archives 


received and 


complete through the year 1954. The 
more recent material has been sorted but 
no items discarded. The committee be- 
lieved that frequent reference might be 
necessary to action on projects undertaken 
earlier by the Association and still under- 
way. 

ELEANOR M. PETERSON, Chairman 


Mrs. Hazet W. Hopper 


FEDERAL RELATIONS 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE 


Since ILA had taken no stand regard- 
ing library matters at the national level, 
the Committee has not functioned official- 
ly this year. One newsletter to all librar- 
ians was sent out by the Chairman in 
February. This contained information on 
the status of the Library Services Bill, 
since the press at that time was carrying 
all but nothing on the subject. 

Coordinators have communicated with 
Senators Capehart and Jenner concern- 
ing the Postal Classification Bill. 
Congressional 


1 Ralph Van Handel 
2 Alma D. Zanger 

3 Roger B. Francis 

+ Albert F. Diserens 
5 Della Tilman 

6 Stillman 


District 


‘Taylor 


7 Maxine Batman 

8 Robert Roehr 

9 Mae Konkle 

10 Harriet E. Bard, Chairman 
11 Marian McFadden 


FOCUS 


ILA’s quarterly publication, FOCUS 
on Indiana Libraries, has enjoyed a rather 
uneventful year, and an opportunity to 
settle into the new publication routines 
inaugurated by last year’s changes. 

This year the editor has been invited 


to attend meetings of the Executive 


Board. 


erations has helped her in understanding 


Awareness of the Board’s delib- 


and reporting the Association’s varied 


program. 


In October, 1954, a mailing policy com- 
mittee agreed on procedures for exchanges 
and subscriptions by non-members of ILA. 
Accredited library schools, members of 
Board, 
members of the ILUTA Executive Board 
Out-of- 


the Indiana State Library and 
receive copies free of charge. 


state institutions may subscribe at the 
rate of $1.00 per year. This policy was 
approved by the Executive Board at its 
December meeting. 

With the approval of the Executive 
Board, the August, 1955, issue was ex- 
panded to 12 pages. It is hoped that we 
and fill 16 pages in the 


can finance 


future. 


Cost of printing and mailing 


three issuesiin I952 ceca. $627.18 
Estimated cost of final issue ...... 315.00 
"Gtalk (Bin Pers@locccacccais.cdscdseccocaeecs 942.00 
Income from advertising ............ 700.00 


LAWRENCE ARANY 
THomas Hutt 
BARBARA FRANTZ, Editor. 








COMMITTEE ON INTELLECTUAL 
FREEDOM 


As in previous years this committee 
served as a watching, resource committee, 
prepared to render assistance to Indiana 
libraries as the need might arise. 

This year there were no overt cases 
of censorship called to the attention of 
the We did watch 
great deal of interest the progress of state, 


committee. with a 
as well as nation-wide, attempts to pass 
legislation concerning comic books. For- 
tunately the two bills of this type which 
were introduced in the Indiana State Leg- 
islature failed to pass. This state therefore 
did not become one of the twelve which 
did pass legislation this year curbing “hor- 
ror’ comic books. 

The customary suggested reading list 
accompanies this report. 
ALicE ANN TRUEBLOOD 
Epwarp Haywarp 
JASPER WRIGHT, Chairman. 


Davis, E-mer. But We Were Born 
Free. Contains the essence of what this 
well-known radio commentator has been 
saying into the microphone, from the lec- 
ture platform and in magazines in_ his 
crusade for freedom of the mind. 

Tuomas, NorMAN. Test of Freedom. 
A study of recent status of civil liberty 
in the United States, especially under the 


attacks called “communism and Me- 
Carthyism.” 
LEAGUE OF WoMEN VoTERs. Free- 


dom Agenda. A series of six pamphlets: 
The Bill of Rights and Our Individual 
Liberties, Where Constitutional Liberty 
Came From, Freedom of Speech and 
Press, Constitutional Liberty and Sedi- 
tious Activity, The Constitution and Con- 
gressional Investigating Committees, The 
Constitution and Loyalty Programs. 


Taytor, TELForD. Grand Inquest. 
Traces the story of congressional investi- 
gations from the first inquiry in 1792 


through the Army-McCarthy hearings. 


10 


The development of the law of congres- 
sional investigations is also traced, and in 
the final section of the book the issue of 
reform is examined and challenging sug- 
gestions are made. 


GriswoLp, Erwin N. The Fifth 
Amendment Today. A conservative Re- 
publican and distinguished lawyer ex- 
plains why this provision was written into 
our constitution, how an innocent person 
may need to invoke it before congressional 
investigating committees, and what its 
true value is to every American who prizes 
his freedom. 

CHENERY, WILLIAM. Freedom of the 
Press. The never-ending fight against ar- 
bitrary censorship of 
books, movies, radio, television 
seen by a veteran editor. 


newspapers, 


as 


BarTH, ALAN. Government by Inves- 
tigation. An examination of the investiga- 
tory power of Congress, its value and the 
difficulty in defining and controlling it as 
demonstrated by recent political activities. 


BUSINESS MEETING ILA 
November 3, 1955 


7:00 p.m. — 8:27 p.m. 
AGENDA 
Report of Secretary 
Report of Treasurer 
Reports from Standing Committees 
Reports from Special Committees 


1. Nominating Committee 
. 


Constitution Revision Committee 
President’s Reports 

Old Business (if any) 

New Business (if any) 

General Announcements 


Adjournment 


PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 


The committee prepared a newspaper 
release for Indiana Library Week which 
was sent to all Indiana libraries by the 
Extension Division of the State Library. 
A letter to the librarian was prepared at 
the same time, urging all libraries to make 
use of their local radio and television fa- 
cilities. Transparencies, posed pictures ot 
library services, with explanatory scripts, 
were prepared and sent to all Indiana 
television studios. According to reports 
received, these were used generously, from 
once a day to three times each day during 
Library week. Of the ten television sta- 
tions in Indiana, six reported having used 
live telecasts of librarians. Radio stations 
also cooperated, using either spot 
nouncements having librarians 
guests on scheduled programs. 

Newspaper publicity for District Meet- 
ings was prepared and distributed by 
members of the committee, each member 
being responsible for one district. Re- 
leases for the Tri-State Conference have 
been prepared and will be distributed by 
the Extension Division. These cover the 
program and its highlights. 

RuTH SIBLEY 

BerRTHA HELLER 

Mrs. Giapys Rose 
Carson BENNETT 

JEAN ARNOLD, Chairman. 


an- 


or as 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


The committee wants to express ap- 
preciation to Miss Maude McMahan, 
Treasurer of ILA, for her untiring ef- 
forts to cooperate with us and to help us 
in every way she could. 

The committee also wants to thank 
Mrs. Dorothy Pate Clifton, who contrib- 
uted her time and effort in typing and 
mimeographing materials. 

In compliance with the request of the 
president of ILA, the methods and pro- 
cedures employed by the Membership 
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Committee are being included in a sep- 
arate report. 

The membership in the Indiana Library 
Association for 1954-55 is distributed as 
follows, using the figures of September 


7, ¥953: 
Pubhie Librarians. ......:<.c0cc0s: 547 
School Librarians .........c:..00s... 28 
College and University ............ 46 
Special Librarians .............00 23 
Bife= Members sdccissccccaseccccasase 25 
Total Membership .................. 669 


So far as the committee has been able 
to ascertain, this is the largest member- 
ship the Indiana Library Association has 
had. 

RUTH SUTHERLAND 

Eva SPRUNGER 

ALICE ANN TRUEBLOOD 

Mrs. CHILson BisHop 

Mrs. Louts—E CAMPBELL 
MARGARET KALB 

MartTHA C, SEVERIN, Chairman. 


RECRUITMENT COMMITTEE 

The Recruitment Committee made a 
concerted effort in 1954-55 to obtain a 
coordinator for each county in the state. 
After much correspondence, coordinators 
were secured for 63 counties out of a 
total of 92. The committee believes that 
in another year one coordinator could 
serve several counties in certain areas so 
that more complete coverage would be 
assured. 

A poster featuring “Be A Recruiter” 
and a speaker were provided for each of 
the six district meetings. “Those who 
served as speakers were Mae Konkle, 
Stillman Taylor, Mrs. Edith Laws, Mrs. 
Kathern Shope, Mrs. Flossie Mavis, Mrs. 
Lloyd Arbuckle, and Inez Paul. 

With additional money from ILA this 
year we have been able to supply more 
pamphlet and leaflet recruiting materials 
to fill requests from coordinators who 








used them in displays and distributed 
copies in limited amounts to high school 
and college students. 

The Committee has received from co- 
ordinators an encouraging number of re- 
ports of Career Day, Open House, Tours 
of the Library, and other recruiting pro- 
grams and activities held throughout the 
state. 

Two bulletins were issued during the 
spring months to the County Coordina- 
of the at- 
tended the mid-winter and July meetings 
of the A.L.A. Joint Committee on Li- 
brary Work as a Career. 


tors. Members Committee 


Again the Committee has emphasized 
that recruiting is a job not for a commit- 
tee or a county coordinator alone but for 
every individual librarian in the State to 
work on not one day, or one week a year, 


but every day of every week in the year. 


MI[rs. MABEL WALKER 

M[rs. PHOEBE DIEDRICH 
Hazet WARREN 

Morrison HaAviILaANpD 
ELIzABETH HaAybEN, Chairman. 


SCHOLARSHIP AND LOAN FUND 
COMMITTEE 


Report for the year, September 10, 1954, 
to September 24, 1955, 
Balance on hand, 
September 10, 1954 $4,063.36 


Receipts for the year: 


Interest on loan ....$ 6.00 
Interest on deposits 56.19 
Received from ILA 

dues for 1946 .... 349.50 


Received from ILA 
dues for 1954 .... 333.50 
Total receipts 


745.19 
$4,808.55 


1,175.00 


Expenditures for the year ...... 
Balance September 24, 1955, 


in Lafayette National Bank . $3,633.55 
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The Committee on behalf of the Indi- 
ana Library Association awarded the fol- 


lowing scholarships : 


1. In June 1955: 
a. Four 1955 summer session schol- 
arships of $75 each. 
b. One 1955-56 undergraduate schol- 
arship of $150. 
c. Two 1955-56 graduate scholar- 
ships of $400 each. 
d. One second semester 1955-56 grad- 
uate scholarship of $200. 
2. In August 1955 one 1955-56 graduate 


scholarship of $400. 
No loans were requested from the Fund. 

The Committee received an unusually 
large number of applications for scholar- 
ships this year and in order to increase 
its funds asked the ILA Executive Board 
to authorize the Treasurer to repay the 
of 50 


capita dues collected in 1946 but used that 


Fund the amount the cents per 


year for legislative expenses. This was 
The 


mended to the Executive Board that the 


approved. Committee also recom- 
annual amount given to the Fund from 
dues be raised from 50 cents to 75 cents 
per capita. The Committee is happy to 
announce that Mr. Ernest Marshall has 
indicated his intention of establishing an 
annual scholarship of $100 to be known 
as the Modern Binding Corporation An- 


nual Scholarship. 


EsTHER THORNTON, Indianapolis 
Harvey O. SPENCER, Mishawaka 
Haroip F. BriGHaM, Indianapolis 
Inez M. PAut, South Bend 
MaxiNeE BatMAN, Vincennes 
EsTHER SCHLUNDT, 


Purdue University, Chairman. 





INDIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

ILA has had an eventful year—the 
result of much activity and hard work 
on the part of our officers and committee 
members. 

At its July meeting, The Executive 
Board heard an impressive report from 
the chairman of the Scholarship and Loan 
The Board 
that a larger portion of ILA dues be di- 
This 


seemed to have been the justification, in 


Committee. recommended 


verted to the scholarship fund. 
part, for the increase in our dues a few 
years ago, but the fund has not been get- 
ting the benefit of the increase. The Board 
also authorized the Committee to present 
a formal request to the Eli Lilly Foun- 
dation for scholarship support. 

The proposed state-wide study of. the 
status and needs of public libraries in In- 
diana has been delayed for lack of a 
“financial backer.” The Legislature did 
not grant the request of the State Library 
for a $5000 item in partial support of the 
project. A formal request to the Lilly 
Foundation for $15,000 for this study was 
likewise not granted. However, other 
means of support are being explored and 
further requests for funds will be made, 
it is hoped, so that this much-needed 
study can be financed and carried out. 

A change in the by-laws of A.L.A. 
made it necessary for ILA to apply for 
redesignation as a Chapter. Our member- 
chip was polled first, then A.L.A. mem- 
bers residing in Indiana were polled, with 
the result both times almost unanimously 
in favor of requesting redesignation as a 
Chapter. 


tion is out-of-date in its statement of the 


However, our ILA Constitu- 
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number of A.L.A. Councilors permitted 
each chapter. As soon as this can be re- 
vised to agree with A.L.A. Bylaws, our 
request will be favorably acted upon, 
probably at the next Midwinter meeting. 
In the meantime, our two present Coun- 
cilors 


will represent us Midwinter, 


1956, in Chicago. 


It has been a pleasure to represent In- 


at 


diana libraries on the Governor’s Com- 
mission on the White House Conference 
on Education and to participate in two 
panel discussions on this subject—one at 
A.L.A. Midwinter in February and one 
in Indianapolis in April in connection with 
the Adult Education Association. I am 
sorry to miss both the state and national 
conferences. 

With limited space and time it isn’t 
possible for me to report in detail the 
work of ILA this past year. 
all 


reports which will give you a better under- 


I urge you 
therefore to read of the committee 
standing and also pride in the accomplish- 
ments of our Association. We hope that 
you like the enlarged FOCUS and that 
you will send your news to the editor reg- 
ularly, so that it can continue to grow and 
to keep the membership informed. 

My disappointment in not being able 
to attend the Tri-State Conference is in 
some measure alleviated by the fun it was 
to participate in the planning along with 
Kentucky’s Clarica Williams, and Ohio’s 
Bob Franklin. 

My best wishes to ILA and to each of 
you personally. My special thanks to 
Esther Thornton, who so graciously and 
competently took over for the remainder 
of my term of office. 

Marcaret I. Rursvoip, President 


September, 1954, to August, 1955. 








INDIANA LIBRARY TRUSTEES’ 
ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


The accomplishments in the ILTA 
program during the past year are due in 
large measure to the conscient-ous and un- 
tiring work of committees and sub-com- 
mittees of both ILTA and ILA. To the 
members of all | to 
express the thanks of the officers and the 
Executive Board of ILTA. 

The Legislative Committee members 
gave unstintedly of their time and effort 


committees, wish 


to get our entire library legislation 
through the legislative session without 


amendment or defeat. 

The Action Committee has continued 
its purposeful program. To mention one 
project: a sub-committee working for 
two years has completed a study of the 
public library—school library relationship. 
The report is an excellent one of major 
significance. 

The Publicity Chairman for ILTA, 
Mrs. Rex Murray, worked with enthusi- 
asm on a publicity leaflet for the Tri- 
State Conference, and was willing to do 
more. 

The Small Library Group has done 
much to promote the welfare and train- 
ing of librarians, besides inspiring trustees 
with renewed enthusiam. 

We of the 
Project” in community 
adult education. Also, we are proud of 
the Marion trustees who were the first 
in the nation to sign up for the University 
of Chicago home study course for library 


“Kendallville 


leadership and 


are proud 


trustees. 

The Executive Board was gratified that 
Governor Craig, on the Board’s recom- 
mendation, reappointed Mrs. George K. 
Bridwell of Bloomington, to the Board 
of the State Library. 

The District Meet’ngs were well plan- 
ned and executed. The Trustee Section 
Meetings were especially profitable. How 
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unfortunate it was that so few trustees 
attended! There was a total of 150 trus- 
tees at the six meetings. There are over 
1500 trustees in the State of Indiana! 
This has been a busy and interesting 
year for your President. Not a month has 
passed that I have not attended some kind 
of library meeting: four Executive Board 
meetings, four Committee 
meetings, two meetings of the Action 
Committee, one on the proposed survey, 
a one-day Small Library Group Work- 
shop, a meeting in Cincinnati planning 
the Tri-State Conference, meeting with 
the Ohio Library Trustees Executive 
Board in Columbus, Ohio, all six District 
Meetings, and participation in the annual 
conference of the Indiana State Associa- 
tion for Adult Education. I had the 
privilege also of attending the A.L.A. 


Legislative 


midwinter meeting in Chicago and the 
A.L.A. Conference in Philadelphia. It 
has all been personally rewarding, as well 
asa trust and responsibility gladly under- 
taken. 

For 1956, trustee workshops, sponsored 
by ILTA, are These 
workshops will be for all members of 
library boards, but geared specifically to 
help recently appointed members. 

To Mr. Brigham, Miss Carter, and 
the staff of the Extension Division, I wish 
to express sincere gratitude for their con- 


being planned. 


stant help and advice to our Association. 
Mrs. Ropert O. Berrscu, 
President, ILTA 


JOINT ACTION COMMITTEE 
The ILA-ILTA Library Action Com- 
mittee has worked on these major proj- 
ects during the year: 
Public Library School Library 
Relationships 





Work on this project, initiated in the 
fall of 1952, has been completed except 
for the publication and distribution of the 
report. The project consisted of a study 





of the relationships between public librar- 
ies and school libraries of Indiana as they 
serve children and young people. In ad- 
dition to the study of the existing situa- 
tion, suggestions were to be made as to 
the possibility of close working relation- 
ships between the two. The study was 


made and a_ report written by the 
Committee on Public Library — 
School Library Standards and Re- 


lationships, a subcommittee of the Library 
Action Committee. Lella Kelly, Librar- 
ian, Franklin High School, served as 
chairman. Other members of the com- 
mittee were Ramona Ainsworth, Librar- 
ian, Ladoga High School; Edna Holden, 
County Librarian, Logansport — Cass 
County Public Library; Ida May Langs- 
ton, Librarian, Harrisburg School, Fay- 
ette County; Martha Samuels, Librarian, 
Greensburg Public Library; and Alice 
Stevens, Children’s Librarian, Muncie 
Public Library (a member of the Com- 
mittee until June, 195+). 

The report of this subcommittee is to 
be published, and one copy is to be given 
to each public library, high school library, 
and school superintendent. Copies will 
be sold in the state for fifty cents and out 
of state for one dollar. ILA, ILA, and 
ISLA have underwritten the $250 esti- 
mated cost of publication. It is planned 
to have the report published about annual 
conference time. 


Indiana Library Needs 


At the request of ILA President Mar- 
garet Rufsvold, the committee undertook 
the task of preparing statements of Indi- 
ana library needs that could be submitted 
to the Indiana Committee for the White 
House Conference on Education. Three 
subcommittees were appointed. Each sub- 
committee was to prepare a statement 
with reference to one type of library. 
Jane Kellum, Librarian, Knightstown 
High School, served as chairman of the 
subcommittee on school libraries; Alta 


Parks, assistant librarian, Gary, for pub- 


lic libraries; and Robert Coward, Librar- 
ian, Franklin College, for college and uni- 
versity libraries. 

The statements were submitted to the 
Indiana Committee for the White House 
Conference on July 25, 1955. 

Salary Study 
of four librarians and 
three trustees was proposed to serve as a 
subcommittee of the Library Action Com- 
mittee and to work with the Office of Cer- 
tification and Placement of the State Li- 
brary to accomplish two things. One is 
to revise the “Salary Study for Indi- 
ana Libraries” as found in Library Occur- 
December, 1951, with particular 
reference to the recommended minimum 
salaries there given. The other is to con- 
sider the possibility of publishing statis- 
tics of salaries in public libraries of Indi- 
ana regularly in a suitable place. The 
subcommittee is in the process of being 
formed and is under the chairmanship of 
Helen Indianapolis Public Li- 


brary. 


A committee 


rent, 


Norris, 


In-Service Training of Librarians 
A subcommittee is to be appointed to 
consider the possibility of establishing a 
state-wide program of training for prac- 
ticing librarians of Indiana. Alta Parks, 
Gary, is to serve as chairman of this sub- 
committee. It is unlikely that the com- 
mittee will be activated until next year. 
Survey of Unfinished Projects 
Harriet Carter, State Library, accepted 
the task of searching the minutes of this 
Committee to determine what projects 
have been proposed in the past and which 
have not been completed. It is believed 
that this survey will give considerable aid 
to future committee members in the task 
of carrying on the committee’s work. 


Revision of the Statement of Committee 
Purposes and Procedures 
Although the committee has been fol- 
lowing a written set of purposes and pro- 
cedures, some questions have arisen that 








have not been answerable by this docu- 
ment. Therefore a subcommittee was ap- 
pointed under the chairmanship of Alta 
Parks to rewrite this set of purposes and 
procedures. It is planned to have this revi- 
sion ready for consideration by the Boards 
of ILA and ILTA at the annual con- 
fence. 

Haro_p F. BRIGHAM 

HARRIET CARTER 

PuiLip HAMILTON 

JANE KELLUM 

Mrs. JoHN LILLICH 

JerHrRo A. MEEK 

ALTA PARKS 

Ropert Y. CowArD, Chairman. 


DISTRICT MEETINGS 
A the of the 
district meetings and a list of the new 
officers for each district was published in 
the August, 1955, issue of FOCUS and 
in the June, 1955, issue of Library Oc- 


report on program SIX 


current, 


EVALUATION OF DISTRICT 
MEETNGS 


The results on the questionnaire dis- 
tributed by the committee at this year’s 
district meetings appeared in the August, 
1955, issue of FOCUS and in the Sep- 
tember, 1955, issue of Library Occurrent. 
Notice of the proposed amendment to the 
Constitution will be sent to all members 
of ILA before the annual business meet- 
ing at the Tri-State Conference. 


JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

The Legislative Committee had a busy 
year. A report of the results has already 
been made, in the March, 1955, issue of 
Library Occurrent and in the May, 1955, 
FOCUS. A report was also sent to each 
public library and to all library trustees. 

We worked for the ap- 
proved by the two Associat’ons: H.B. 2 
—the Appropriation Bill, H.B. 33—the 
Rate Amendment, and H.B. 164—Treas- 
H.B. 33 and H.B. 


Legislation 


urers Amendment. 
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16+ were among the first fourteen bills 
signed by the Governor. 


The Committee held three meetings 
during the year, on November 4, 1954, 
December 10, 1954, and March 26, 1955. 

We endeavored to keep you informed 
of progress. —IThe Committee members as 
well as members of the Indiana Library 
Association and the Indiana Library Trus- 
tees Association attended the hearings on 
the bills in both Houses and encouraged 
their Representatives and Senators to sup- 
port the library legislation. The Commit- 
tee spent many days attending the Legis- 
lature in order to facilitate the passage 
of the bills. 

A meeting was held on June 16, 1955, 
at the State Library with a representative 
of the Public Employees’ Retirement Fund 
to try to explain HB 447. This law is the 
coordination of Social Security and our 
Public Employees’ Retirement Plan. For- 
ty-eight librarians and library trustees 
were present from twenty-four participat- 
ing libraries. 

In conclusion, the Legislative Commit- 
tee wishes to thank all library trustees 
and librarians for their splendid coopera- 
tion. 

Harriet Barp 

CAROLINE DUNN 
MARCELLE Foorr 

Berry LeEBus 

AGNES STRUBLE 

RALPH VAN HANDEL 

Rex POTrerF 

Dr. RutH McDonatp 
Ropert F, WERNLI 

PAUL BENSON 

James C. Howe 

Mrs. W. H. Lykins 
STANLEY EMERICK 
Haro_p BrRiGHAM 
HARRIET CARTER 
MARGARET RUFSVOLD 
Mrs. Ropert O. BertscH 
Lewis NayLor and 
Mary Homes, Co-Chairmen. 





SOUND 
TO 
PLEASE 


LIBRARY BINDING 


MORE 


THAN MAGIC! 


The amazing transformation that occurs when Library materials are 
bound by Heckman is like magic, but to accomplish this, many 
factors are involved. 

Thousands of dollars worth of machinery must be acquired and main- 
tained. 

Adequate and safe plant facilities must be provided. 

Over 100 people must be thoroughly trained to perform the intricate 
hand processes that good book binding requires. 

The sales department must be efficient in preventing “highs” and 
“lows” in production so as to provide year round employment to 
trained personnel. 

The Production department must keep rigid schedules, quality work- 
manship and maintain the morale of a highly skilled plant. 
Financial structures must be sound to be able to buy raw materials 
in large quantities, discount invoices and keep collection terms 
liberal. 

YES, Library Binding is more than magic, dealing with Heckman 
means assurance of quality bindings and service extraordinary. 
Contact Heckman today! 


Phone 615, North Manchester 


ae / € a 


NORTH MANCHESTER, INDIANA 





FOCUS ON INDIANA LIBRARIES see Senet, & aa 
Circulation Manager U. S. POSTAGE 


c/o 140 N. Senate PAID 


Indianapolis 4, Indiana PERMIT NO. 230 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


Form 3547 Requested 


The MODERN Guide To 
Prebinding For Librarians 


. Buy the book, and get the maximum discount. 

. Evaluate the book in regards to legability of printing, sewing margin, 
quality of paper, and content. 

. Send the books selected for prebinding to the MODERN BINDING 
CORPORATION. 


MODERN prebinds books for a flat price of $.95. This includes 
Picture Covers and Labco Covers. 


Save up to $.35 per book the Modern Way 
WARD EHRHART ERNIE MARSHALL 


The Modern Binding Corporation 


PORTLAND, INDIANA 





